
 

Dear Sirs, 

I am writing to you in my capacity of Chairman of the European Federation of Irish 

Wolfhound Clubs (EIWC) as well as the Chairman of the Irish Wolfhound Club of 

Denmark. I feel compelled to express concern for what could easily be perceived as an 

internal ANKC matter, however, breeding pedigree dogs is no longer an activity which is 

limited by national borders. There is an ever increasing traffic of dogs and frozen 

semen going around the world, thus the nature of my letter to you. 

For some time the international dog community has been watching and listening to the 

unfolding story of hybrid Irish wolfhounds being bred in Australia. An additional gloom 

hangs over the story since the key person Mr. Rochford, on top of everything, has 

pleaded guilty to theft of two Irish wolfhounds and of killing one of them in a most 

awful manner. It doesn’t stop there, matters seem to be going from bad to worse: We 

now learn, that the hybrids have been allowed into the ANKCs purebreds registries 

with blanks on the pedigrees. Anyone with even a very basic understanding of genetics 

knows that closing your eyes and leaving out information of genetic contamination on 

paper does not make the actual problem go away.  

The international Irish wolfhound community has a rather tight network, there is a vast 

mass of very serious breeders worldwide who have dedicated their lives to breeding 

the best possible dogs; the registration of hybrids and their progeny is making a 

mockery of the work we are undertaking as breeders and it is making fools of judges 

who are invited to judge these unfortunate animals in the show ring. 

It is my sincere hope that, this situation will be rectified for the sake of the breed – 

and for the future credibility of the Australian Kennel Club. 

Sincerely, 

Pernille Monberg Mag. Scient. 

Chairman, EIWC & 
Chairman, Irish Wolfhound Club of Denmark 
 

Helsingørsvej 43 
3480 Fredensborg 
Denmark  
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